SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  BARBARIANS
first place. Small tribes belonging to the great confederation of
the Franks entered from the north-east and settled in what had
once been the territory of the Belgitf, towards the Met we and the
Scheldt.
These barbarians, who first settled on the great estates allotted
by the Government for their maintenance and .support, found no
Roman authority strong enough to resist them, They behaved
like masters of the land, ravaging the country-side, extending
their settlements, and fighting among themselves, and ended by
occupying vast territories in which their chiefs took up their
permanent residence under the title of king, The inhabitants,
accustomed to passive obedience to the military authorities, seem
to have made no resistance.
Before the end of the fifth century the Visigoths, whose king
had his residence at Toulouse, had occupied the whole region
between the Pyrenees and the Loire and were extending their
sway over Spain. The Burgundians, whose king had settled at
Vienne, dominated the region of the Rhone as fur as Avignon,
The Franks, who were split up into groups under several petty
kings, had advanced as far as the Somrac.
It is this movement of population that is known in France as
the 'barbarian invasions' and in Germany as the 'migration of the
peoples' (VSlkenoandtrung) -two terms which give the impression
of a mighty shifting of population and arc ill suited to a succession
of small isolated operations, lacking in any unity of plan, due to the
initiative of a few chiefs and facilitated by the disorganisation of
the Imperial Government.
5 EFFECTS  OF THE INVASION
Henceforward there were two different populations living side
by side in Gaul: the older inhabitants, speaking Latin and known
as Romans, who preserved the peaceful habits of Roman civiliza-
tion, but had no authority to govern them beyond that of the
bishops; and the barbarian peoples settled in the Empire with
their families, who retained their own language, manners, cus-
toms, and mode of dispensing justice and still led a warlike exist-
ence. We have no data as to the numbers of these populations;
it is not even certain that the 'Roman' population had diminished

